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‘The UK is never going to gain the
much-needed traction in
housebuilding with a change at
the top coming so frequently'
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R achel Maclean, the Minister of State for the Department for
Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC), has been
asked to step down from her role — which is predicted to dampen the
already severe housing crisis.

She commented on X: “I've been asked to step down from my role as Housing
Minister.

“Disappointed and was looking forward to introducing the Renters Reform Bill
to committee tomorrow and later the Leasehold and Freehold Bill

“It has been a privilege to hold the position and | wish my successor well"

The industry is therefore concerned about the lack of stability in this role and
the impact this could have on the already struggling housing market.

Paresh Raja, CEO at Market Financial Solutions (MFS), said: “The merry-go-
round continues.

“Creating clear and consistent policies — let alone delivering on them — is
inevitably difficult with such frequent changes in personnel, and this impacts
homeowners, buyers, renters and investors alike.

P Differing definitions of net zero could be stalling planet-positive
construction with greenwashing, claims developer

@ ‘Were it not for the inaction of ministers, there would be an extra 300,000
much-needed homes across the rest of England today’

@ Harworth Group receives planning approval for industrial and logistics
development

"Asense of stability is important in
virtually every industry, and the
property sector would certainly
benefit from an extended period

As a broker, are you seeing an
with a single housing minister” Icroase i casos Fox Ee e
developments?

Michelle Lawson, director at Lawson
Financial, commented: “Housing is
one of the fundamentals of the UK
economy and, given the current
housing crisis, needs someone that
can turn it around for the better
before the whole thing implodes further.

® Yes

® No

“It needs a long-term plan, not endless short-termism.”

Gary Bush, financial advisor at MortgageShop.com, stated: “The UK is never
going to gain the much-needed traction in housebuilding with a change at the
top coming so frequently.”

Gary Boakes, director at Verve Financial, commented: “How can a government
department be expected to perform well with so much change of leadership,

and this has shown over the last few years with the lack of polices

“On the one hand, we want new houses to be built, but then we stopped help
to-buy and didn't have an adequate replacement for this.

*Housing is huge for the UK economy, and we need someone that can lead a
department who is in their position long enough to make a mark.”

Nick Sanderson, CEO at Audley Group, concluded: “Rachel Maclean being
relieved of the role [of Housing Minister] means we are due the 16th Housing

Minister since 2010, and the seventh in just two years.

"The housing market needs reform, and that's difficult to achieve without any
kind of stability.”
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LATEST NEWS

Bellway and Banks Group
receive green light for 539
homes at Killingworth
Moor

Bellway has welcomed
the decision of North
Tyneside Council's
planning committez to
grant consent to build
539 homes and new

MDC and ECF launch first
community conversation
on £250m mixed resi
neighbourhood

Stockport Mayoral
Development Corporation
(MDC) and the English
Cities Fund (ECF) - a JV
betyeen Homes England,
Muse and Legal &
General — have launched
the first community
conversation on the
£250m plans to create a
mixed residential
neighbourhood to the
west of Stockport t
centre.
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Over 2,000 mid- and high-

tise buildings with unsafe

cladding still awaiting
S

Around 2,231 residential
buildings measuring 11m
and over with unsafe
cladding which are being
monitored by the DLUHC
have not had any
remediation work done
f 315t December last

asof 31st

year.

ONR serves series of
enforcement notices to
Bouygues and Laing
O'Rourke

The Office for Nuclear
Regulation (ONR) has

enforcement notices to
NNB Generation
Company (HPC) Ltd,
contractors Bouygues
Travaux Publics SAS and
Laing O'Rourke
Construction Limited for
shortfalls i fire safety at
the Hinkley Point C
construction site.

DPMSG publishes
roadmap for accelerated
gital adoption in land

and property market
The Digital Property
Market Steering Group
(DPMSG) published ts
roadmap yesterday (17
January) to drive crucial
change in the land and
property market which
outlines its public
commitment to what can,
atminimum, be expected
inits first year

Henry Boot sells 759 plots.
in Swindon to Vistry
Henry Boot PLC has
revealed that its land
promotion and planning
business, Hallam Land
Management (HLM), has
unconditionally
exchanged cor
the sale of 750
residential
Swindon to national
housebuilder Vistry
Group PLC.

FCAlaunches financial
isers’ sustainability

group
revealed that its land

exchanged contracts for
the sale of 759
residential plots in
Swindon to national
housebuilder Vistry

FCA launches financial
advisers’ sustainability
growp

The FCA has appointed
Daniel Godfrey a
and Julia Dreblo
vice-chair of a new
working group focused
on bullding capability in
able finance
across the financial
advice sector.
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Delays, cost overruns and
insolvency ri

“prevalent’ as contractor
bankrupties reach
decade-high rate

dus
introducing a landscape
fraught with uncertainty
and narrow profit
margins.

RIA A AR,

Search DFT

AN

CAPITALRISE

®Space

ing the process to help connect the
right people with the right opportunities

MOST READ

CapitalRise secures £250m
bank funding line

Puma provides largest loan to
date to fund £120m PBSA
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Bargate Homes commences
construction on third phase of
flagship residential in Warsash
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1 Delays, cost overruns and
insolvency risks ‘prevalent’as

contractor bankrupteies reach
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The evolving source of
development funding

Reducing building heights may
result in a total GDV reduction
of £15m for developers

MPowered Mortgages shares
12 wishes for a Merry
Mortgage Christmas
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